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From Our  
Worthy 
Grand 
Knight

Brothers, thank you for all 
that you have done, and 
the positive attitude of a 

little sacrifice to say “Yes”.  We 
are moving into the last quarter of 
the fraternal year.  We have done a 
lot, with some still to accomplish.  
We have things to finish up for the 
year and preparations for the next 
fraternal year.  

This past month we had Roadside 
Cleanup, Pro-Life Prayer Vigil, 
4 weeks of Bowling League, 2nd 
Degree, and our first off-site Tootsie 
Roll Drive at Publix.  Many Knights 
also supported the Men’s Club 
Fish Fry on Fridays.  Thank you 
for supporting the wider efforts of 
parish and community.

Knight of the Month
Our Tootsie Roll Drive at 

Publix was a small experiment in 
fundraising in the community.  Four 
Knights spent 2 hours at Publix, 
soliciting donations for Morning 
Star School, Camp Able and Special 
Olympics.  It went very well and 
opens the way to a greater effort next 
time.  Brother Rick Armstrong set 
it up and ran the operation as well 
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Time for Preparing

2017 RJS Fundraising Season 
Comes to a Successful Close

This past February, 14 Saint 
Stephen Council 14084 
Volunteers closed out a 
highly successful 2016-2017 

fundraising season at Raymond James 
Stadium with the final ‘official’ event - 
Monster Jam II.  

This year we fielded a roster consisting 
of 46 volunteers, which included 41 
Brother Knights, 1 family member, and 4 
friends (non-Knights), who came together 
to experience the friendship among all of 
those selflessly donating their time and 
effort, working together to make possible 
the funds that help so many worthy causes 
in our Parish and throughout our greater 
community.  

The combined efforts of these volunteers 
earned the Council a record-breaking 
$20,760 in commissions, plus $2,300 in 
tips, for a grand total of $23,760 for the 
season.  

THANK YOU ALL. Your contribution to 
this vital fundraising effort will definitely 
make a difference in the life of the Knights 
of Columbus St. Stephen Council 14084!  
Our Annual RJS volunteer appreciation 
Beefsteak & Beer Dinner, for those who 
staffed the effort this past season, will be 
scheduled sometime after Easter. Please 
watch for the invitation.

FINAL NOTE:  We’ve been offered 
the opportunity to ‘kick off’ our 2017-
2018 fundraising season at RJS with the 
upcoming U2 CONCERT on Wednesday, 
June 14th.   Those interested in participating 
may contact Julio at: rjs@kofc14084.org.  

Please keep in mind that staffing for 
this event is on a first-come first-served 
basis, with priority going to those who 
participated this past season.  I’m still 
waiting for confirmation whether we will 
be staffing our Tiki Hut or if we will be on 
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as our previous efforts a couple of 
week prior.  We raised $2300 overall.  
For his planning and execution of the 
Tootsie Roll Drive we would like to 
present Brother Rick Armstrong with 
the April Knight of the Month.  

Family of the Month
In February, we had the IncrediBull 

Games, a popular and rewarding 
event for 10 high schools of special 
needs students and for our Council.  
Brother Bill Smith and his family put 
a lot of leadership, coordination and 
work into the planning and execution 
of the games.  This is the second year 
of success for the games, and we 
would like to recognize Bill, Mary 
Jo and Patrick for their efforts.  We 
are pleased to present the Family of 
the Month for April to the Bill Smith 
Family.

You may have received a message 
from the Supreme Knight Carl 
Anderson asking you to contact our 
two U.S. Senators and tell them to 
support the confirmation of Judge 
Neil Gorsuch to the U.S. Supreme 
Court.  As a federal judge, Judge 
Gorsuch has a strong record of 
interpreting the Constitution fairly 
while affirming the dignity of 
human life and the importance of 
religious freedom.  In 2006, the U.S. 
Senate voted unanimously on Judge 
Gorsuch’s confirmation to the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the 10th Circuit, 
and he deserves the Senate’s support 
once again.  

Elections
At our next meeting on May 

3rd, the trustees will present a list 
of candidates for Council officers 
for the 2018 Fraternal Year.  The 
Council will vote on officers at the 
June 7th meeting.  Supreme Council 
has recently changed the date for 
elections and appointments to take 
place beginning May 1st through 
June 15th.   If you would like to 
run for office, please see one of the 
trustees or the Grand Knight.  If you 

Grand Knight Con’t. From Previous Page

Grand Knight Con’t. Page 9

©  Copyright 2017 Knights of Columbus Council 14084

the field on the back wall facing the stage 
as we did at the Beyonce concert last year. 
However, we are looking to provide a 
minimum of 15 volunteers.

I wish to acknowledge those brothers, 
sisters and friends without whom we could 
not have accomplished all we did in just 14 
events spread over 7 months:

Julio Alvarez (10)
Milt Ambrose (3)
Rick Armstrong (5)
Paul Archer (2)
Randy Lee (12)
Denise Lee (12)
Mark Lovejoy (5)
Jim Pryor (13)
Peter Depa (1)
Bill Ruppert (7)
Rich Sarnowski (3)
Paul Spinler (12)
Mike Sutko (14)
Nick Turco (11)
Ed Veronick (12)
Anthony Basilicato (2)

Akex Czopek (5)
Greer Flake (4)
Jim Bruha (1)
Bill Johnson (1)
Bruce Czaja (4)
Ray Dion (5)
Lloyd Hamashin (2)
Mike LeSavage (2)
Mike VanBuren (1)
Chuck Alaynick (3)
Wes Mauldin (2)
Kevin Boudreaux (2)
Gerry Coffey (4)
Ray Ordonez (1)
Darin Ciabattari (3)
Rick Gnatowsky (1)

Amos Hall (3)
Chris Hansen (3)
Mike Fabbro (3)
Ross Lowry (2)
Rick Hughes (2)
Glenn Gervais (1)
Tim Donahue (3)
Steve Haines (2)
Ted Russell (4)
Jim Murray (1)
Andrew Sanderson (2)
John Berrie (2)
Mike Belekevich (1)
Ed Skrobacz (1)

RJS Con’t. From Previous Page
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A Roadmap for Evangelization

This April 16 marks a special 
event in the life of the Catholic 
Church: the 90th birthday 
of Pope Emeritus Benedict 

XVI. Since the early 1980s, I have had 
the privilege of meeting him on many 
occasions. 

As vice president of the Pontifical John 
Paul II Institute for Studies on Marriage 
and Family, I arranged for him to visit 
Washington, D.C., while he was prefect 
of the Congregation for the Doctrine of 
the Faith. He gave a lecture to the faculty 
and students of the institute and of the 
Dominican House of Studies. In 2005,  
I was honored to be appointed by President 
George W. Bush as one of three members 
of the official U.S. delegation attending 
Pope Benedict’s inaugural Mass.

While meeting Cardinal Joseph 
Ratzinger, later Pope Benedict XVI, was 
always an extraordinary event, it was 
encountering his writings that was truly 
life-changing. Ever profound and often 
prophetic, even the works he wrote in 
the 1960s remain contemporary today — 
especially books such as Introduction to 
Christianity and The God of Jesus Christ. 
Altogether, he has written 68 books, three 
encyclicals, three apostolic exhortations 
and thousands of lectures, homilies and 
meditations.

Speaking to university students in 
Munich, Cardinal Ratzinger said that 
while many struggle with the question 

of whether God exists, the more 
pressing question is: what precisely does 
Christianity bring new into the world after 
2,000 years of history? In other words, 
what difference does belief in Jesus 
Christ make in the reality of our lives? 
The answer to that question rings through 
nearly half a century of scholarship by 
Cardinal Ratzinger, one of the great 
theologians and bishops of the Catholic 
Church.

One of the mysteries — and some might 
say tragedies — of Christianity in our time 
is how so many Europeans ignored or 
discounted this theological and magisterial 
treasure, especially during those decades 
when Christianity dramatically declined 
on that continent. Not only were his 
books, such as Introduction to Christianity 
truly prophetic, but they also provided 
a theological roadmap for the new 
evangelization.

It was fitting that the last synod of 
bishops over which Pope Benedict 
presided was convened on the topic “The 
New Evangelization for the Transmission 
of the Christian Faith.”

His three papal encyclicals — Deus 
Caritas Est (God Is Love), Spe Salvi (In 
Hope We Are Saved) and Caritas in Veritate 
(Charity in Truth) — remain pillars that 
will support Catholic faith for decades. 
In the introduction of Deus Caritas Est, 
Benedict succinctly summarized the ethos 
for a new evangelization: “Being Christian 

is not the result of an ethical choice or 
a lofty idea, but the encounter with an 
event, a person, which gives life a new 
horizon and a decisive direction.” He also 
summarized its methodology: “Since God 
has first loved us, love is now no longer a 
mere ’command’; it is the response to the 
gift of love with which God draws near 
to us.”

This year, the birthday of Pope Emeritus 
Benedict falls on Easter Sunday. He has 
asked for no special recognition for himself 
on that day — nothing should detract 
from our celebration and profession of the 
Lord’s resurrection.

But while honoring his request, perhaps 
all of us can take a minute on Easter 
Sunday to thank the Lord for this holy 
priest, bishop and pope whose life’s work 
has brought millions closer to Him whose 
resurrection we celebrate.

In doing so, may we also remember 
these words of Pope Benedict: “Intent 
on gathering the signs of the times in the 

By Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson

Click HERE to read full article

Knighthood Degree Scheduled April 22

Have you completed your Formation Degree (2nd) and wish 
to advance to the Knighthood Degree (3rd)?  Now is your 
opportunity to do so. The Knighthood Degree advancement 

events are not held on a defined schedule and are often offered at locations 
outside of our local area. 

We are fortunate to have an event scheduled in the Tampa area on 
Saturday, April 22, 2017.  If you wish to attend, contact the Council 
Membership Director at:  membership@kofc14084.org

Brothers together in Unity, from a March 2017 second 
degree exemplification ceremony

http://www.kofc.org/en/columbia/supreme_knight/fromthesk_20170401.html
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On a fairly recent Catholic 
Underground weekly podcast 
(Episode 342), Father Chris 
Decker discussed Blessed 

Cardinal Newman’s Simple Rule for Life.  
Cardinal Newman (1801-1890) was an 

English convert to the Roman Catholic 
faith, and in 1991 he was proclaimed 
venerable by Pope John Paul II after a 
thorough examination of his life and work.

Following a link from the show notes, a 
blog called The Catholic Gentlemen (Be 
a Man.  Be a Saint.) reprinted an excerpt 
from Cardinal Newman’s Meditations 
and Devotions in which the holy Cardinal 
outlined a simple path to holiness.  

He called on men to be perfect and said, 
“There are no short ways to perfection, 
but there are sure ones.”  Here is what he 
wrote:

If you ask me what you are to do in order 
to be perfect, I say, first-

Do not lie in bed beyond the due time 
of rising;
give your first thoughts to God;
make a good visit to the Blessed 
Sacrament;
say the Angelus devoutly;
eat and drink to God’s glory;
say the Rosary well;
be recollected; keep out bad thoughts;
make your evening meditation well;
examine yourself daily;
go to bed in good time, and you are 
already perfect.

Amazing how the Blessed Cardinal’s 
words reflect a truth that is as relevant 
today (and challenging!) as it was over 
100 years ago.  It seems like a worthy 
effort to start trying to do several if not all 
of these simple things each day to improve 
our spirituality.

Cardinal Newman’s Simple Rule of Life

If you are not in the habit of 
reading Columbia – the Knights of 
Columbus magazine you receive in 
the mail each month – you missed a 

terrific article in the March issue.  
Take a second and go find your copy of 

the magazine, or go find it online at http://
www.kofc.org/en/columbia/detail/call-
spiritual-arms.html. 

It provides a wonderful perspective on 
the role of Knights in our families and 
in our parish and offers some thought 
provoking ideas.

The article focused on several Knights 
of Columbus councils’ efforts to  
re-evangelize families and parishes by 
building on the order-wide Building the 
Domestic Church While Strengthening 
our Parish initiative.  

One Council in Arizona used the Into 
the Breach apostolic exhortation – the 

same material we used for our Day of 
Reflection – to host a conference that 
emphasized strength through prayer.  

Another council – the Catholic 
University of America Council – focuses 
on the spiritual aspects of the Knights 
of Columbus.  That council’s chaplain 
pointed out the paradox that while the 
Knights are a fraternal organization, it’s 
not a fraternity.  

While men who join the Knights are 
looking for opportunities for service, they 
are also looking for spiritual growth.  

Take five minutes and read the article, 
and reflect on how the ideas in that article 
can be applied to our council.  

We are good at fundraising… we are 
always ready to provide service to our 
parish… how are we doing in fulfilling 
the spiritual needs of our Knights?

Call to Spiritual Arms - Columbia Magazine
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Being Pro-Life is respecting 
the dignity for all life from 
the moment of “conception to 
natural death”.  When we read 

or talk about the Pro-Life movement, we 
immediately gravitate toward the issue of 
abortion and rightfully so. Approximately 
1 million babies are killed every year  
by abortion in the US. Over 59 million 
have killed since the 1973 Supreme Court 
Roe v. Wade decision that mandated legal 
abortion nationwide. 

Although the number of abortions in 
the United States have steadily decreased 
over the past few years, the number on the 
other spectrum of the respect life issue has 
steadily increased worldwide. 

Legalized euthanasia and assisted 
suicide have been on the rise around the 
world. As of June 2016, human euthanasia 
or assisted suicide has been made legal 
in countries such as the Netherlands, 
Belgium, Colombia, Luxembourg, 
Switzerland, Germany, Japan, and Canada. 
It has also been made legal in the states of 
Washington, Oregon, Colorado, Vermont, 
Montana, Washington DC, and California. 
Numerous other US jurisdictions are 
introducing bills to legalize physician 
assisted suicide.

This increase in legalized euthanasia or 
assisted suicide is very concerning, but 

what is really shocking 
about this issue is how the 
legally permissible use 
of euthanasia or assisted 
suicide is being redefined 
and pushed to the limit.

As an example, in 
the Netherlands, the 
Dutch government has 
announced their intent 
to extend legalized 
euthanasia to people who 
consider that their life is 
complete. This option is 
supposed to be limited 
to “the elderly,” although 
the government has not 
defined an age limit. 
Under such a proposed 
law, one may think that 
the victims still have the 
final decision, but this is 
not so. 

This is a recent example 
of how the current Dutch 
laws were pushed to the 
limit to commit legalized murder.  

A woman in her 80s, had dementia and 
had been living in a nursing home. Earlier, 
she had reportedly expressed a desire for 
euthanasia when “the time was right”, but 
recently she changed her mind. Due to 
the woman’s condition, the senior doctor 
determined that “the time was right”. The 
doctor put a sleep-inducing drug into the 
woman’s coffee so the lethal injection 
could be administered. The woman 
woke up just as the doctor was trying 
to administer the injection, and fought 
against the procedure. The doctor asked 
the family members to hold the woman, 
so that the murder could be completed. A 
Dutch court cleared the doctor and stated: 
“I am convinced that the doctor acted in 
good faith, and we would like to see more 
clarity on how such cases are handled in 
the future”.

Shocking! Yes, “Death with Dignity” 
as supporters of assisted suicide call it! 
Definitely not. We need to look no further 
than to the life of Saint John Paul II to 

understand the true meaning of dying with 
dignity. All through his long battle with 
Parkinson’s disease, he showed the world 
what peace and tranquility meant all the 
way to his last day. He witnessed what it 
truly means to live and die with dignity.

Several of us Brother Knights and  
St. Stephen parishioners are ministers to 
the elderly, sick and homebound. We can 
all attest to the dignity of each and every 
one of the individuals we visit. These 
individuals, that in many cases are ignored 
or discarded by society, offer so much to 
all of us and our society. They truly show 
us how to bear the difficulties life throws 
at us with dignity.

As a closing thought, I would like to 
leave you with a parting gift (see Respect 
the Stars, next page) from one of these 
elderly homebound individuals. This was 
written by Claud “Cy” Aldrich, a wheel-
chair bound, 92-year old WWII veteran. 
He showed this to one of our ministers 
during a visit and wanted this to be shared 
with our community.

Respecting The Dignity of Life
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I have always had respect for our flag. 
I raised it and lowered it many times 
while in school. I am a World War II 

Veteran. 
I was in our wonderful United States 

Navy as a Torpedoman, on a Destroyer. 
This was a great ship, and we traveled many 
miles on the oceans. We would always 
stand at attention and salute the flag during 
any lowering or raising of our Stars and 
Stripes. I learned to respect our flag more 
than anything. 

I was nineteen years old when I learned 
what the true meaning of “respect for Old 
Glory” was all about. It was at Iwo Jima 
on February 19, 1945. We arrived before 
daylight, and all hell was breaking  loose, 
as we had 500 plus ships of all sizes there. 

The big boys Battlewagons Cruisers and 
we Destroyers were busy sending volley 
after volley of shells at the island. This 
island was eight mile long and two mile 
wide in places. 

At one end was an old volcano which 
looked like a small mountain, three or 
four hundred feet high. We had about 100 
Higgins boats full of Marines hitting the 
shore. When the front of the boats dropped 
down, these Marines rushed ashore with 
bullets hitting them and everything.

It was then I learned what heroes are. On 
February 25, 1945 everyone on our ship 
and all the other ships were clapping their 
hands and yelling as we were looking at the 

famous flag raising on Hot Rocks, as we 
called the small mountain. 

From that day forward in my life, I know 
what the “Stars And Stripes” are for. Now I 
know what this Flag stands for. We are the 
only people in this whole world that have 
earned the right to fly the flag of Freedom.

I am very proud to say, “I am a Veteran of 
World War II”. I think of seeing our flag go 
up on Iwo Jima every time I see our flag go 
up or down today. 

I believe that was the day I learned the 
respect I have for “OLD GLORY.”

Respecting the Stars and Stripes

The Tootsie Roll Drive held by Stephen Council 
14084 was a huge success!  The event was held 
this past February and March, with an additional 

drive held at the Publix location on Lithia Pinecrest 
and Bloomingdale on Saturday, March 18.  This event 
helped raise an additional $255 toward the drive.  

Special thanks go out to Brother Knight Chris 
Gordon, manager of the Publix, for allowing the 
Knights to hold the drive at his store. We want to 
extend thanks to all who participated in the event.  The 
Tootsie Roll Drive funds go to several charities that aid 
individuals with intellectual disabilities. What a great 
way to make a difference!

Tootsie Roll Drive

The Cross and 
the Light Parking

This is our second call out for 
volunteers.  As you can see, 
we have a special need for 

Friday evening, Saturday afternoon 
and evening, and Sunday evening.

We need a minimum of 8 people at 
each show in order to handle all of 
the tasks assigned to us.  Of course, 
extra people will make all of our jobs 
that much easier.

Currently, I have the following 
volunteers for each of the listed 
shows:

Thursday 10:00 AM = 10  
Thursday 7:00 PM = 8
Friday 10:00 AM = 9   
Friday 7:00 PM = 4
Saturday 2:00 PM = 6  
Saturday 7:00 PM = 5
Sunday 2:00 PM = 8   
Sunday 7:00 PM = 5

Arrival time is 45 minutes prior to 
show time, and we should be done 
15 to 20 minutes after the show lets 
out.  So you will be contributing two 
and a half hours.  You cannot attend 
the show while you are working.  A 
break room has been set aside for 
us, so there will be time to rest, with 
snacks and drinks.

There will be a general meeting 
on Saturday, May 13, at the FLC, 
to go over the duty assignments and 
work layouts.  I will add an evening 
practice session either the Monday or 
Tuesday following, if needed.

If you are in a position to volunteer 
at one or more shows, please send 
me an e-mail, and indicate where you 
can work: donahueT@verizon.net
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Columbiettes Advance to 
Major Degrees

This past February, four 
Sister Columbiettes made 
their Major Degree at Holy 
Cross Catholic Church in  

St. Petersburg, giving them full membership 
into our organization.  These members 
(pictured above, L to R) are Debra Logan, 
Amy Garcia, Kristy Strassburger, Peggy 
Augensen.  They were accompanied 
by Vice President Dot Foley (R), and 
Immediate Past President, Rita Joyce (L).

This month, two more Sister Columbiettes, 
Lynn O’Keefe and Linda Peterschmidt 
(pictured below L to R) joined the ranks 
of full membership by making their Major 
Degree at St. Joan of Arc Catholic Church 
in Spring Hill.  Supporting these members 
were Vice President, Dot Foley (C), 
Immediate Past President, Rita Joyce (L) 
and Rockie Woods (R).

The Columbiettes are happy to have 
these 6 members advance to Major Degree, 
making them eligible to hold office and 
to take part in other activities of the 
Columbiettes.  It is our desire to sponsor 
a Major Degree at St. Stephen Church in 
2018, if approved by our Chapter.

The Columbiettes were given the privilege 
of selling our Lenten Mission presenter’s 
books after all Masses on Saturday and 
Sunday, April 1st and 2nd, as well as each 
evening of the Mission.  The sale of Ann 
Garrido’s two books were close to $2,000.  
If anyone was unable to purchase copies 
of these very informative books, Father 
Curtis has held off returning the remainder 
of the order for a couple weeks.  He will be 
more than happy to sell you a copy or two.

Council Officer  
Elections

As we approach the end of 
the Fraternal Year, it is that 
time again for elections of 

officers for the 2017-2018 year.
Any 3rd Degree member is 

eligible to be elected as an officer 
of the Council. The Trustees will be 
contacting members in the upcoming 
weeks by phone. 

At the May business meeting, we 
will present a slate of officers for the 
Council to consider, and the vote will 
take place during our June business 
meeting. This is a very important 
time in our Council, and these 
elections will affect us for the next 
few years.

The responsibilities of each 
position are listed on the website:  
www.kofc14084.org, and on our app 
under the NEWS button. You can 
also CLICK HERE, and it will take 
you to it as well.

As you discern how you would 
like to serve, there are many options 
that you can chose from to have an 
impact on our Council. Once the 
new officers have been elected, 
committee directors will be needed. 
These will be appointed by the next 
Grand Knight. 

If you have any questions, please 
email one of the trustees, and we will 
be more than happy to answer any 
questions you might have.
Steve Haines:   
Trustee1@kofc14084.org
Ed Sleyzak:      
Trustee2@kofc14084.org
Mark Lovejoy:   
Trustee3@kofc14084.org

https://www.dropbox.com/s/faj74p2t7qjz93r/officers%20Handbooks.pdf?dl=0
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Our Order’s steadfast defense 
and promotion of a Culture 
of Life is grounded on 

our ultimate assurance that in the 
natural law written in the heart of 
every person is the recognition that 
human life is sacred from its very 
beginning to its end. In the depths of 
our consciousness, human intellect 
knows that the very source of its 
existence—i.e. human life—ought to 
be protected and celebrated. In that 
regard, the message of the Knights 
of Columbus extends far beyond our 
Order and our religious creed; it is a 
universal message that every person 
of good will can come to affirm.

“Human life is sacred and 
inviolable at every moment of 
existence, including the initial phase 
which precedes birth. All human 
beings, from their mother’s womb, 
belong to God who searches them 
and knows them, who forms them 
and knits them together with his 
own hands, who gazes on them when 
they are tiny shapeless embryos and 
already sees in them the adults of 
tomorrow whose days are numbered 
and whose vocation is even now 
written in the ‘book of life.’ There too, 
when they are still in their mothers’ 
womb—as many passages of the Bible 
bear witness—they are the personal 
objects of God’s loving and fatherly 
providence.” (Evangelium Vitae, 61)

St. John Paul II famously noted that 
if human life itself is not respected, 
then respect for all other rights—
for example, the right to health, to 
marriage, to culture, to religion—is 
“false and illusory.” Human rights of 
every kind are “incomprehensible” 
without the right to life. Our Order, 
therefore, joins the universal Church in 
acknowledging the dignity of human 
life in its efforts to achieve legal and 
constitutional protection for every 
human person at the international, 
national, state, and local levels.

Monday night 3/27/17 our 
brother Knights were out in 
force helping to make the 
evening special. Brothers 

Jeff Stephanz, Jerry Coffee, Randy Lee, 
and new second degree Chris Gordon, 
along with many of the older Knights, 
helped to show the flag for our council and 
give Father Bob support. 

HOPE is a multi-issue, grassroots, 
community organization consisting of 
21 multicultural and interfaith member 
congregations throughout Hillsborough 
County. HOPE is a private, non-profit, 
501(c)3, tax-exempt, and non-partisan 
community organization founded and 
incorporated in the State of Florida in 1988.

HOPE’s mission is to promote justice, 
fairness, and the dignity of people, 
by engaging and training people to 
responsibly and successfully act together 
to hold officials accountable to improve the 
systems affecting the quality of life in our 
communities. 

We do that by a) training residents to 
identify common community problems 
experienced by families and neighbors, b) 
meeting with local experts and decision 
makers to better understand the problems 
and identify long-term solutions, and 
c) take action to hold decision makers 
accountable to implement the long-term 
systemic solutions.

HOPE is funded in three ways: 
1) Membership dues from member 
organizations; 2) Investments from 
individuals, small businesses, and local 
corporations; and 3) Private grants.  HOPE 
does not accept United Way or government 
funds.

HOPE’s long-range goals are about:
• Strengthening the ability of members 

to act on their values of love, respect, 
fairness and dignity of people;

• Engaging members in listening and 
relationship building to identify 
and prioritize common community 
problems;

• Enhancing the skills of members 
to connect with others to build the 
power needed to hold our social, 
political and economic systems 
accountable for fair policies and 
procedures that ensure justice;

• Correcting inequities in education, 
housing, health care, employment, 
criminal justice, transportation, 
public services, police protection, 
and neighborhood infrastructure.

You can learn more about HOPE at: 
http://hillshope.com/

HOPE Meeting Draws Nearly 1,300 
at Nativity Catholic Church
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St. Stephen  
Council Officers

Fraternal Year 2015-2016

Chaplain   
Father Bob Schneider

Grand Knight   
John Berrie

Deputy Grand Knight 
Bruce Czaja 

Chancellor   
Mike Grogan

Warden 
Rich Sarnowski

Advocate   
Mike Formato

Lecturer

Frank Wuco

Recorder   
John Columbia

Financial Secretary   
Alex Czopek

Treasure   
John Langhman

Trustees   
Ed Sleyzak, Steve Haines,  

Mark Lovejoy 

District Deputy  
Patrick Roach

Field Agent  
Joe DiSalvo

Guards   
Bob Haley 
Randy Lee

have questions about what the officers do, 
please take an opportunity to talk to them.  
Likewise, after the election, we will be 
appointing new directors in July.  If you 
would like to be a director, please speak to 
the Programs Director, the Deputy Grand 
Knight.  If you would like to be a co-director 
with another Knight, we can discuss that as 
well.  It is a 12 month commitment, but it 
is only one day at a time.  It is not as hard 
as you might think, and it is rewarding in 
the fraternity you build with your brothers.  

State and Supreme Recruiting 
Incentives

The State Deputy has approved a set of 
incentives for our Spirit of Unity Campaign 
for the final quarter of the Fraternal Year. 
For each Council that brings in 5 or more 
new members between April 1 and Jun 30, 
the Grand Knight will qualify for a “Spirit 
of Unity” campaign jacket. If we win this, 
it will go to one of the recruiters.  For each 
Council that brings in 15 or more members 
between April 1 and June 30, the Council 
will receive a $200 credit on their State 
per capita bill. All members that recruit 
a member that is admitted between April 
1 and June 30, as reported by Supreme, 
will receive individual “Spirit of Unity” 
recognition. 

Supreme also has incentives out for this 
final quarter of the Fraternal Year. The big 
one is the $4.50 credit per billable member 
towards Supreme per capita for achieving 
all Star Council requirements by June 30. 
Every Council that recruits at least 12 
members between January 1 and June 30 
will receive a Domestic Church Kiosk and 
Booklet Set. For each member recruited 
between April 1 and June 30, the recruiter 
will receive four times the normal VIP 
points, or 2,000 VIP points per member 
recruited.

Council Recruiting Incentives
The Council still maintains its $25 gift 

card incentive for recruiters. Between 
the Council, State and Supreme Councils 
there are plenty of individual incentives.  
We already have some candidates for this 
month.  I think we can pick up a few more 
for June. 

As you go to Mass and attend church 
activities, please remember to “Ask One 
Catholic Gentleman” if he would like to 
join the Knights.  Remember to emphasize 
how we support the Church at large as well 
as our local community.  We accept time, 
treasure, and talent as means to support the 
Council and Order.  “I don’t have time” is 
not a good excuse.

Council Faithful Knight Program 
Incentive

The time for completion of the Faithful 
Knight Program is drawing into the final 
months.  At our May business meeting, 
Knights can start turning in the forms to the 
Grand Knight.  The lapel pins have been 
designed, ordered and are in production.  
If you have a few areas on your form to 
complete, now is the time to plan to attend 
the events you need.  If you are behind, it is 
not hopeless.  There will be an adjustment 
in the rules in May to help get our Faithful 
Knights to achievement, but you must 
accomplish majority of the tasks.

This coming month we have our  
Pro-Life Prayer Vigil, Bowling League, 1st 
Degree, the Mustang Miler, and Corporate 
Mass.  We have postponed the Clergy 
Appreciation Dinner into July.  In May, we 
have Ladies Appreciation Night and the 
Cross and Light. Our Directors will give 
you all the details on these events.  

Brothers, thank you all for saying “Yes” 
and helping the Council achieve its goals 
of Charity, Unity and Fraternity.  Please 
remember to ask the men you meet about 
becoming a Knight of Columbus.  Some 
of you are called to leadership in the 
Council this year. Answer that call.  Let us 
evangelize and build our parish, order, and 
community through our actions.

Vivat Jesus! 

Grand Knight Con’t. From Page 2
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St. Stephen Council  
Directors and Committees

Membership Director 

Gerald Coffey
membership@kofc14084.org  

Program Director 

Bruce Czaja
deputygrandknight@kofc14084.org 

Church Committee 
Bill Ruppert

church@kofc14084.org  

Community Committee 

Rick Armstrong  
community@kofc14084.org  

Council Committee 

Ed Veronick
council@kofc14084.org

Family Committee 

Rich Gnatowsky
family@kofc14084.org  

Youth Committee 
Cameron Czaja 

youth@kofc14084.org 

Squires 

Bob Haley  
Ed Veronick  

squires@kofc14084.org

Right to Life 

Guillermo Bambach 
RightToLife@kofc14084.org

RJS Fundraising 
Julio Alvarez

rjs@kofc14084.org 

Degree Team Leader 

Rick Hughes 
rhughes14084@gmail.com  

Communications 

Ed Sleyzak
Scott Huetteman

communications@kofc14084.org

Mercy and Forgiveness
The inner form of Christian familial love is 
mercy like God the Father who is “rich in 
mercy” (Eph 2:4).

Meditation
From Pope Francis’ Amoris Laetitia
Once we allow ill will to take root in 

our hearts, it leads to deep resentment. … 
The opposite of resentment is forgiveness, 
which is rooted in a positive attitude 
that seeks to understand other people’s 
weaknesses and to excuse them. As Jesus 
said, “Father, forgive them; for they know 
not what they do” (Lk 23:34). Yet we 
keep looking for more and more faults, 
imagining greater evils, presuming all kinds 
of bad intentions, and so resentment grows 
and deepens. Something is wrong when we 
see every problem as equally serious; in 
this way, we risk being unduly harsh with 
the failings of others. The just desire to see 
our rights respected turns into a thirst for 
vengeance rather than a reasoned defense 
of our dignity.

When we have been offended or 
let down, forgiveness is possible and 
desirable, but no one can say that it is easy. 
All this assumes that we ourselves have 
had the experience of being forgiven by 
God, justified by his grace and not by our 
own merits. We have known a love that 
is prior to any of our own efforts, a love 
that constantly opens doors, promotes and 
encourages. If we accept that God’s love is 
unconditional, that the Father’s love cannot 
be bought or sold, then we will become 
capable of showing boundless love and 
forgiving others even if they have wronged 
us. Otherwise, our family life will no longer 
be a place of understanding, support and 
encouragement, but rather one of constant 
tension and mutual criticism.

1. Considering that Jesus forgave 
his persecutors from the cross, what does 
God’s mercy in the scriptures teach us 
about how to forgive our family members?

2. Why is it important to be 
forgiven by God? Why must we trust in 
his forgiveness in order to forgive others 
properly?

3. Do any of us find it hard to forgive? 
What holds us back from forgiving? Is 
it resentment based on ill will, unduly 
looking for faults, an excessive concern for 
our rights, the inability to forgive ourselves 
or to accept our own limitations? Or is it 
something else?

Scripture Reading - Psalm 51:3-6, 11-15

A prayer of penance and longing 
for God’s abundant mercy

Have mercy on me, God, in accord with 
your merciful love;

   in your abundant compassion blot out 
my transgressions.

Thoroughly wash away my guilt;
   and from my sin cleanse me.
For I know my transgressions;
   my sin is always before me.
Against you, you alone have I sinned;
   I have done what is evil in your eyes
So that you are just in your word,
   and without reproach in your judgment.
Turn away your face from my sins;
   blot out all my iniquities.
A clean heart create for me, God;
   renew within me a steadfast spirit.
Do not drive me from before your face,
   nor take from me your holy spirit.
Restore to me the gladness of your 

salvation;
   uphold me with a willing spirit.
I will teach the wicked your ways,
   that sinners may return to you.

Family Project
As a family, go to church for the sacrament 

of reconciliation. A week later, take a few 
moments to discuss how the sacrament has 
helped each of you to be more holy and to 
fight against temptation and sin.
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Monsignor John F. Scully  
Assembly #3418 Officers

Friar 
Fr. Bob Schneider  

Faithful Navigator 

S/K John Montaldo

Faithful Captain 
S/K Patrick Roach  

Admiral 
S/K John Cirello

Faithful Pilot 
S/K Steve Haines  

Faithful Comptroller 

S/K Alex Czopek

Faithful Scribe 
S/K Ed Sleyzak  

Faithful Purser 
S/K Peter Card 

 Trustee - 1 Year
S/K Mike Formato

Trustee - 2 Year
S/K Rick Hughes

Trustee - 3 Year 
S/K Julio Alvarez, Jr.

Faithful Inner Sentinel 
S/K Mark Lovejoy

Faithful Outer Sentinel 
S/K David A Morone

S/K William F Klosterman

Color Corps Commander
Shawn Ryan

This past February,  members of 
the Color Corps from Monsignor 
John F. Scully Assembly 3419 
visited St. Stephen Catholic 

School for a flag folding ceremony. 
Color Corp. Commander S/K Shawn 

Ryan, S/K Mark Lovejoy PGK, S/K Ed 
Veronic and S/K Julio Alvarez PGK, FFN, 
FDD showed the children the proper way 
to fold the American Flag and explained 
what each of the 13 folds represents.

Heather Stanley, 4th grade teacher, stated 
that one of the most important lessons that 
the children learned was that our country is 
rooted in a deep faith in God. To many of 
the children this was the first time that they 
had seen a flag folding ceremony.

It was a very peaceful and well-spoken 
ceremony. You could see that many of the 
children were very intrigued and impressed 
by this.

Flag Folding Ceremony

The first fold of our flag is a symbol 
of life.

The second fold is a symbol of our 
belief in eternal life.

The third fold is made in honor and 
remembrance of the veteran departing 
our ranks, and who gave a portion of his 
or her life for the defense of our country 
to attain peace throughout the world.

The fourth fold represents our weaker 
nature; as American citizens trusting 
in God, it is to Him we turn in times of 
peace, as well as in times of war, for His 
divine guidance.

The fifth fold is a tribute to our country, 
for in the words of Stephen Decatur, “Our 
country, in dealing with other countries, 
may she always be right, but it is still our 
country, right or wrong.”

The sixth fold is for where our hearts 
lie. It is with our heart that we pledge 
allegiance to the flag of the United 
States of America, and to the republic for 
which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for 
all.

The seventh fold is a tribute to our 
armed forces, for it is through the armed 
forces that we protect our country and our 
flag against all enemies, whether they be 
found within or without the boundaries 
of our republic.

The eighth fold is a tribute to the one 
who entered into the valley of the shadow 
of death, that we might see the light of 
day, and to honor our mother, for whom 
it flies on Mother’s Day.

Symbols for the Folds of the Flag

Flag con’t. Next page



Andre Angulo
Carl Asprinio
Lawrie Barroner
Gustavo Bustamante
Dennis Cadle
Peter Card
Alex Czopek
Robert Devine
Josh Goldman
Bob Haley
Gerald Harpole
Michael Hummel
Christopher Johnson
Daniel Laughman
Jerald Meany
Edward Milius
John Montaldo
Lawrence Norton
Timothy Parker
James Pryor
Adam Radwanski
John Rutherford
Juan Segarra
Edward Smith
Jonathan Stephanz
Michael Sutko
Steven Tole
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The ninth fold is a tribute to 
womanhood, for it has been through their 
faith, love, loyalty and devotion that the 
character of the men and women who 
have made this country great have been 
molded.

The 10th fold is a tribute to father, for 
he, too, has given his sons and daughters 
for the defense of our country since he or 
she was first born.

The 11th fold, in the eyes of Hebrew 
citizens, represents the lower portion of 
the seal of King David and King Solomon 
and glorifies, in their eyes, the God of 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

The 12th fold, in the eyes of a Christian 
citizen, represents an emblem of eternity 
and glorifies, in their eyes, God the 
Father, the Son and Holy Ghost.

When the flag is completely folded, the 

stars are uppermost, reminding us of our 
national motto, “In God We Trust.”

After the flag is completely folded 
and tucked in, it has the appearance of 
a cocked hat, ever reminding us of the 
soldiers who served under Gen. George 
Washington and the sailors and Marines 
who served under Capt. John Paul Jones 
and were followed by their comrades 
and shipmates in the U.S. Armed Forces, 
preserving for us the rights, privileges 
and freedoms we enjoy today.

The source and the date of origin of 
this Flag Folding Procedure is unknown, 
however some sources attribute it to the 
Gold Star Mothers of America while 
others to an Air Force chaplain stationed 
at the United States Air Force Academy. 
Others consider it to be an urban legend. 
It is provided as a patriotic service to all.

Knight in the 2nd Degree

Christopher Hobbs is a transfer from 
Germantown TN, where he was a 
member of Knights of Columbus 

council 7449. His family will be following 
after school gets out this summer. 

Chris’s goals are to assist our council in 
growth and working with the community. 
He is looking forward to working with the 
retention committee and the Raymond James 
team.

A 3rd Degree Exemplification 
sponsored by Father Lopez 
Council 5737, Pinellas Park was 

held on Saturday, March 25, 2017. The 
conferring officer, Regional Director Bob 
Marrah announced that Fr. Bradley Reed 
was selected as the honoree. A crowd of over 
40 brother knights completed advancement 

to full Knighthood. Three members of 
Council 14084 Charles Alaynick, Glenn 
Gervais and Chris Hobbs successfully 
completed their advancement.  

(LtoR) Charles Alaynick, Chris Hobbs, 
Membership Director Jerry Coffey and 
Glenn Gervais.

Grammar Police
Joan Jansen, mother-in-law 

of S/K Scott Huetteman, is a 
worthy volunteer, proofing the 
many pages of copy in each 
newsletter. Joan is a former 
teacher who has a knack for 
correcting grammar, spelling and 
punctuation.
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April 15 First Degree, St. Stephen School
April 21 Family Social - FLC
May 7 Ladies Appreciation Dinner
May 17-20 The Cross and the Light
May 20 Second Degree, St. Stephen School
June 6 Graduation BBQ 11:30am
June 17 First Degree, St. Stephen School
June 29 Dedication of the new Church

Please check your Council calendar for more details regarding these events.

Upcoming Events

KNIGHTLY 
NEWS

This newsletter is a publication 
of St. Stephen Catholic Church 
Knights of Columbus Council 
14084.

For more information or to 
offer a contribution, visit our 
website at: www.KofC14084.org

Prayer for the  
Canonization of

Father Michael J.  
McGivney

God, our Father, protector 
of the poor and defender 
of the widow and 

orphan, you called your priest, 
Father Michael J. McGivney, 
to be an apostle of Christian 
family life and to lead the young 
to the generous service of their 
neighbor. 

Through the example of his life 
and virtue may we follow your 
Son, Jesus Christ, more closely, 
fulfilling his commandment of 
charity and building up his Body 
which is the Church. 

Let the inspiration of your 
servant prompt us to greater 
confidence in your love so that 
we may continue his work of 
caring for the needy and the 
outcast. We humbly ask that you 
glorify your venerable servant 
Father Michael J. McGivney on 
earth according to the design of 
your holy will.

Through his intercession, 
grant the favor I now present 
(here make your request).

Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

Knight of the Month
 Rick Armstrong

Family of the Month
Bill Smith Family

Did you know that we have a 
Facebook page?  We would like 
to hear your comments about the 

posts that are downloaded. Please feel free  
to comment or hit the LIKE button and  
let us know.

When was the last time you visited our Website 
www.kofc14084.org? This is constantly being 
updated with different things and is a good source 
of information. We would like to hear from you 
on this as well. Every item that is downloaded on the webpage gives you an opportunity 
to comment and let us know what you think about. Please take the time and visit our 
website. 

The rosary is the book of the blind, where souls see and 
there enacts the greatest drama of love the world has 
ever known. It is the book of the simple, which initiates 
them into mysteries and knowledge more satisfying 
than the education of other men. It is the book of the 
aged, whose eyes close upon the shadow of this world, 
and open on the substance of the next. The power of 
the rosary is beyond description.
~ Fulton J. Sheen

http://www.kofc14084.org

